He had noted nodules in his feet when in his early twenties, but these had always been asymptomatic. Also, whilst in his early twenties, he had been a heavy drinker, but recently his alcohol intake had been drastically reduced.
His father had had excision of Dupuytren's tissue from both hands at the age of 50. Range of finger flexion after palmar fasciectomy.
The middle finger shows lack of flexion, and the ring finger also lacked flexion at the proximal interphalangeal joint.
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----. (Fig. 2) . The range of flexion and extension of the fingers was grossly limited and only the little finger could be flexed fully (Fig. 3) .
Operations.
In November 1981 he underwent partial fasciectomy and excision of Dupuytren's tissue from the palm of the right hand. The wounds healed well and the range of finger flexion significantly increased (Fig. 4) . However, the middle and ring fingers could not be flexed at the proximal interphalangeal joint and the overlying knuckle pads appeared to be tethering the extensor mechanism.
In January 1982 the knuckle pads were explored through dorsal curvilinear incisions.
The skin was densely adherent to the underlying central slip of the extensor mechanism. Dissection was difficult. The lateral slips After operation. 
